
 

 
Checking Our Moral Conscience … “we all rise or fall together” Cory Booker, Author of United* 
 
This month’s book review is written by Pastor Mary-Alyce Burleigh, Associate Pastor 
 
 The Common Good by Robert B. Reich 
 
In this most timely and readable book, the author makes a powerful case that the common good constitutes the very essence of any 
society or nation. The Common Good is defined as a pool of trust built up over generations; a trust that most of us share the same 
basic ideals. A moral ideal based on respect for the law, truth, tolerance, equal opportunity.  
 
In 184 pages, the author traces how in recent decades this commitment to the common good has been supplanted by self-
aggrandizement; from “we’re all in this together” to “you are on your own”. He cites the impact of authors such as Ayn Rand, an 
author returning to popularity in the last 4 years with her philosophy of the virtue of selfishness, (“Atlas Shrugged” and “The 
Fountainhead”) and films such as “Wall Street” where “Greed for the lack of a better word, is good.” Her followers include leaders 
of our current administration. What intrigued me was the latter section of the book where the author ends with a sign of hope for 
the restoration of the Common Good by the faith community, political leaders and individuals citizens by weighing the moral 
obligations of citizenship and carefully considering how we relate to honor, shame, patriotism, truth and the meaning of leadership. 
By doing so together we may create peace, stability, security and a just ordering of society, so that all may thrive. 
 
 
 Other books on this topic 
 
The Righteous Mind: Why Good People Are Divided by Politcis and Religion by Jonathan Haidt 
Drawing on his twenty five years of groundbreaking research on moral psychology, Haidt shows how moral judgments arise not from 
reason but from gut feelings. He shows why liberals, conservatives, and libertarians have such different intuitions about right and 
wrong, and he shows why each side is actually right about many of its central concerns. In this subtle yet accessible book, Haidt gives 
you the key to understanding the miracle of human cooperation, as well as the curse of our eternal divisions and conflicts. If you’re 
ready to trade in anger for understanding, read The Righteous Mind. 
 
Reason: Why Liberals Will Win the Battle For America by Robert B. Reich 
For anyone who believes that liberal isn’t a dirty word but a term of honor, this book will be as revitalizing as oxygen. For in the 
pages of Reason, one of our most incisive public thinkers, and a former secretary of labor mounts a defense of classical liberalism 
that’s also a guide for rolling back twenty years of radical conservative domination of our politics and political culture. 
 
The Great Awakening: Reviving Faith and Politics in a Post-Religious Right America by Jim Wallis 
In this "post-Religious Right era," the bestselling author of God's Politics revives our hope in a politics that reflects our highest 
common values and offers a roadmap for solving our biggest social problems. 
 
Reclaiming Hope: Lessons Learned in the Obama White House about the Future of Faith in America by Michael Wear 
In this unvarnished account of faith inside the world’s most powerful office, Michael Wear provides unprecedented insight into the 
highs and lows of working as a Christian in government. Reclaiming Hope is an insider’s view of the most controversial episodes of 
the Obama administration, from the president’s change of position on gay marriage and the transformation of religious freedom 
into a partisan idea, to the administration’s failure to find common ground on abortion and the bitter controversy over who would 
give the benediction at the 2012 inauguration. 
 
* United: Thoughts on Finding Common Ground and Advancing the Common Good by Cory Booker 
In United, Cory Booker draws on personal experience to issue a stirring call to reorient our nation and our politics around the 
principles of compassion and solidarity. He speaks of rising above despair to engage with hope, pursuing our shared mission, and 
embracing our common destiny. 
  



Here is his account of his own political education, the moments—some entertaining, some heartbreaking, all of them enlightening—
that have shaped his civic vision. Here are the lessons Booker learned from the remarkable people who inspired him to serve, men 
and women whose example fueled his desire to create opportunities for others. Here also are his observations on the issues he cares 
about most deeply, from race and crime and the crisis of mass incarceration to economic and environmental justice. 
 
 
 Annual Library Open House – Sunday November 3rd  
 
Sunday, November 3rd, the Library Committee will host an open house following each service. Join us downstairs in the Library to 
enjoy coffee and treats, and to learn how the HSLC Library can be a great resource for you.  
 
 
 
Library Notes: 
o This is our second in a yearlong series of book reviews by Holy Spirit pastors and staff. All books are available in your church library.  
o Besides the review from Pastor Mary-Alyce, all other book descriptions are from Amazon.com. 
o Visit the Library downstairs to find these and other books and videos for all ages.  
o The full library catalog is available at www.hslckirkland.org (under “Programs” select “Library at HSLC”).   


