
 
Immigration, Refugees and Islam  
 
These are common and sometimes controversial headlines in today’s news. This month Pastor Rita shares her 
book review and reading list, providing several valuable options to gain knowledge and wisdom on topics that 
are top of mind in our world today.  
 
 “The Girl Who Wrote in Silk” by Kelli Estes 
Review by Pastor Rita Anderson, Associate Pastor 
 
The book entitled, The Girl Who Wrote in Silk, by author Kelli Estes, is a well written fictional story inspired by 
true events that occurred during Chinese immigration into the US in the 19th century. This book gives us a 
glimpse into the best and the worst of humanity through the eyes of unforgettable characters.  
 
The story follows the life and hardships of a young Chinese woman born and raised in Seattle during that time 
period. As the story unfolds, we discover that the injustices she experienced in her life are entwined with the 
life of a 20th century young Seattle woman from an affluent and prestigious Caucasian family.  
 
Even through the two women differ in ethnicity, cultural, economic and social backgrounds their lives become 
connected through a small piece of fabric that is accidently discovered a century after it was hidden. These two 
women are different in so many ways, but they do have similarities: Both are courageous women who make 
conscious decisions to seek justice.  

 
The setting takes place in Seattle and on Orcas Island, which makes it even more interesting for locals like myself to read. But, I have 
to warn you: once you start reading this book it is hard to put it down; it is a page-turner. 

 Pastor Rita is also currently reading the following books  
 
“City of Thorns:  Nine lives in the World’s Largest Refugee Camp” by Ben Rawlence 
To the charity workers, Dabaab refugee camp is a humanitarian crisis; to the Kenyan government, it is a 'nursery for terrorists'; to the 
western media, it is a dangerous no-go area; but to its half a million residents, it is their last resort. In City of Thorns, Rawlence 
interweaves the stories of nine individuals to show what life is like in the camp and to sketch the wider political forces that keep the 
refugees trapped there. … (It) is an urgent human story with deep international repercussions, brought to life through the people who 
call Dadaab home. 
 
“The Islamic Enlightenment:  The Struggle Between Faith and Reason, 1798 to Modern Times” by Christopher de Bellaigue 
In this “stylishly written, surprisingly moving chronicle” (Harper’s), de Bellaigue presents an absorbing account of the political and 
social reformations that transformed the lands of Islam in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. It challenges ossified perceptions in 
Western culture that self- righteously condemn the Muslim world as hopelessly benighted. This false perception belies the fact that 
Islamic civilization has long been undergoing its own anguished transformation, and that the violence of an infinitesimally small 
minority is the blowback from this process. De Bellaigue’s “eye-opening, well-written, and very timely” (Yuval Harrari) history shows 
the folly of Westerners demanding modernity from people whose lives are already drenched in it. 
 
 
 
Note:  This is our second in a yearlong series of book reviews by Holy Spirit pastors and staff. All other book descriptions are from Amazon.com. All books are available 
in your church library.  

 


