
 
Afraid or Informed? 
 
How does our faith compare, connect, contrast with other faiths? Do we embrace or reject alternative 
points of view? Why? Are we afraid? Fear is often rooted in a lack of understanding. In her new book, 
Barbara Brown Taylor explores how our faith relates to other spiritual practices and challenges us to 
connect with people of other traditions.  
 
 Holy Envy: Finding God in the Faith of Others by Barbara Brown Taylor 
Note: This new book is expected to be available March 12. The library will have it available once released. 
 
In Holy Envy, Barbara Brown Taylor contemplates the myriad ways other people and traditions 
encounter the Transcendent, both by digging deeper into those traditions herself and by seeing them 
through her students’ eyes as she sets off with them on field trips to monasteries, temples, and 
mosques. Troubled and inspired by what she learns, Taylor returns to her own tradition for guidance, 
finding new meaning in old teachings that have too often been used to exclude religious strangers 
instead of embracing the divine challenges they present. Re-imagining some central stories from the 
religion she knows best, she takes heart in how often God chooses outsiders to teach insiders how out-
of-bounds God really is. Throughout Holy Envy, Taylor weaves together stories from the classroom with 
reflections on how her own spiritual journey has been complicated and renewed by connecting with 
people of other traditions—even those whose truths are quite different from hers.  The one constant in 
her odyssey is the sense that God is the one calling her to disown her version of God—a change that 

ultimately enriches her faith in other human beings and in God. 
 
 
 Similar titles 
 
The Chosen Wars: How Judaism Became An American Religion by Steven R. Weisman 
The Chosen Wars is the important story of how Judaism enhanced America and how America inspired Judaism. Weisman tells 
the dramatic history of how Judaism redefined itself in America in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries—the personalities 
that fought each other and shaped its evolution and, crucially, the force of the American dynamic that transformed an ancient 
religion. The struggles that produced a redefinition of Judaism illuminate the larger American experience and the efforts by all 
Americans to reconcile their faith with modern demands. The narrative begins with the arrival of the first Jews in New 
Amsterdam and plays out over the nineteenth century as a massive immigration takes place at the dawn of the twentieth 
century. The Chosen Wars tells the stories of the colorful rabbis and activists, including women, who defined American Judaism 
and whose disputes divided it into the Reform, Conservative, and Orthodox branches that remain today. Isaac Mayer Wise, 
Mordecai Noah, David Einhorn, Rebecca Gratz, and Isaac Lesser are some of the major figures in this wonderful story. 
 
First The Jews: Combating the World’s Longest-Running Hate Campaign by Rabbi Evan Moffic 
"All Jews must die." Robert Bowers screamed these words as he walked into a Temple and murdered 11 people. Where does 
this hate come from? Why is it rising again in America? What do we need to do to stop it? Prepare to be stunned, shocked, and 
illuminated as Rabbi Evan Moffic answers these questions. He reveals why the world's oldest hatred--once thought to be over 
after the Holocaust--keeps coming back to life. This book gives the clearest and most concise explanation of where 
antisemitism comes from, why it continues, and how to stop its resurgence today. 
 
My Neighbor Is Muslim by Lutheran Social Services 
A 7-week study and discussion guide designed to provide an introduction to Islam, promote cultural understanding and 
encourage interfaith dialogue. To create this resource, Lutheran Social Service of Minnesota worked in partnership with Dr. 
Todd Green at Luther College, Imam Hassan Ali Mohamud with the Minnesota Da’wah Institute and Islamic Dawah Center in St. 
Paul and faculty of Luther Seminary in St. Paul. This resource was created primarily to help those who are not Muslim to 
develop a basic understanding of the Muslim faith, learn how we can be culturally sensitive and get to know our new neighbors 
who are Muslim.  (Description from www.lssmn.org.) 
 
The Faith Club: A Muslim, A Christian, A Jew-- Three Women Search for Understanding by Ranya Idiby 
A groundbreaking book about Americans searching for faith and mutual respect, The Faith Club weaves the story of three 
women, their three religions, and their urgent quest to understand one another. When an American Muslim woman befriends 
two other mothers, one Jewish and one Christian, they decide to educate their children about their respective religions. None 
of them guessed their regular meetings would provide life-changing answers and form bonds that would forever alter their 



struggles with prejudice, fear, and anger. Personal, powerful, and compelling, The Faith Club forces readers to face the tough 
questions about their own religions. 
 
Abraham: A Journey to the Heart of Three Faiths by Bruce Feiler 
Both immediate and timeless, Abraham tells the powerful story of one man's search for the shared ancestor of Judaism, 
Christianity, and Islam. Traveling through war zones, braving violence at religious sites, and seeking out faith leaders, Bruce 
Feiler uncovers the defining yet divisive role that Abraham plays for half the world's believers. Provocative and uplifting, 
Abraham offers a thoughtful and inspiring vision of unity that redefines what we think about our neighbors, our future, and 
ourselves. 
 
God in the Qur’an by Jack Miles 
Who is Allah? What makes Him unique? And what does He ask of those who submit to His teachings? In the spirit of his Pulitzer 
Prize-winning God, a trailblazing "biography" of the protagonist of the Old Testament, and Christ, his brilliant portrait of biblical 
Jesus, acclaimed religious scholar Jack Miles undertakes to answer these questions with his characteristic perspicacity, 
intelligence, and command of the subject. Miles depicts a "character" less mercurial than Yahweh, less ready to forgive than 
Christ, and yet emphatically part of their traditions. The God of the Qur'an revises and perfects: His purpose is to make whole 
what had been corrupted or lost from the practices and scriptures of the earlier Abrahamic religions. Setting passages from the 
Hebrew Bible, the New Testament, and the Qur'an side by side, Miles illuminates what is unique about Allah, His teachings and 
His temperament, and in doing so revises that which is false, distorted, or simply absent from our conception of the heart of 
Islam. Miles writes, "I hope [that by reading this book] you may find it a little easier to trust the Muslim next door, thinking of 
him as someone whose religion, after all, may not be so wildly unreasonable that someone holding to it could not be a trusted 
friend." 
 
 
Notes: 
o This month we focus on Lent. Next month we will return to the series of book reviews by Holy Spirit pastors and staff.  
o All books are available in your church library. Book descriptions are from Amazon.com.   
o Visit the Library downstairs to find these and other books and videos for all ages.  
o The full library catalog is available at www.hslckirkland.org (under “Programs” select “Library at HSLC”).   


