
 

 
Moments of Kindness 
 
Summer is a great time to get caught up on reading, or maybe a time to get caught up IN reading. The HSLC Library is filled 
with many wonderful books, DVD’s and other resources to educate and inspire you, or even encourage action. Our feature 
book this month, Once Upon A Town, is a profound example of the impact our actions have on others, especially during times 
of great struggle. So, in addition to reading, we hope summer can also be a time to search out ways to offer your own 
moments of kindness.  
  
Once Upon A Town by Bob Greene 
Book review by Pastor Katy 
 
On Christmas Day in 1941, a train full of troops heading to war stopped briefly in North Platte, Nebraska. By the next day, 
volunteers in the small town had decided that no train would stop there again without being met by friendly faces and a 
moment of hospitality. For the remaining years of the war, volunteers from hundreds of small towns made their way to the 
North Platte Canteen, bringing coffee, food, magazines, and friendly conversation – and over the course of the war, they fed 
and welcomed more than 6 million GI’s. Once Upon a Town, by journalist Bob Greene, tells the story of this town and its 
commitment to providing warmth and support for soldiers heading to unknown places and terrible struggles. Greene 
interviewed veterans and North Platte residents, all of whom remember the Canteen with profound gratitude. I was grateful 
for this story of true hospitality, and the reminder than even a few moments of kindness can change lives. 
 
 
 Similar Books  
 
The Tattooist of Auschwitz by Heather Morris 
This beautiful, illuminating tale of hope and courage is based on interviews that were conducted with Holocaust survivor and 
Auschwitz-Birkenau tattooist Ludwig (Lale) Sokolov—an unforgettable love story in the midst of atrocity. In April 1942, Lale 
Sokolov, a Slovakian Jew, is forcibly transported to the concentration camps at Auschwitz-Birkenau. When his captors 
discover that he speaks several languages, he is put to work as a Tätowierer (the German word for tattooist), tasked with 
permanently marking his fellow prisoners. Imprisoned for over two and a half years, Lale witnesses horrific atrocities and 
barbarism—but also incredible acts of bravery and compassion. Risking his own life, he uses his privileged position to 
exchange jewels and money from murdered Jews for food to keep his fellow prisoners alive. 

I Am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up for Education and Was Shot by the Taliban by Malala Yousafzai with Christina Lamb 
I Am Malala is the remarkable tale of a family uprooted by global terrorism, of the fight for girls' education, of a father who, 
himself a school owner, championed and encouraged his daughter to write and attend school, and of brave parents who 
have a fierce love for their daughter in a society that prizes sons. I Am Malala will make you believe in the power of one 
person's voice to inspire change in the world.  
 
The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind: Creating Currents of Electricity and Hope by William Kamkwamba and Bryan Mealer 
When a terrible drought struck William Kamkwamba's tiny village in Malawi, his family lost all of the season's crops, leaving 
them with nothing to eat and nothing to sell. William began to explore science books in his village library, looking for a 
solution. There, he came up with the idea that would change his family's life forever: he could build a windmill. Made out of 
scrap metal and old bicycle parts, William's windmill brought electricity to his home and helped his family pump the water 
they needed to farm the land. 
 
 
 
 



Unbowed: A Memoir  by Wangari Maathai 
In Unbowed, Nobel Prize winner Wangari Maathai recounts her extraordinary journey from her childhood in rural Kenya to 
the world stage. When Maathai founded the Green Belt Movement in 1977, she began a vital poor people’s environmental 
movement, focused on the empowerment of women, that soon spread across Africa. Persevering through run-ins with the 
Kenyan government and personal losses, and jailed and beaten on numerous occasions, Maathai continued to fight tirelessly 
to save Kenya’s forests and to restore democracy to her beloved country. Infused with her unique luminosity of spirit, 
Wangari Maathai’s remarkable story of courage, faith, and the power of persistence is destined to inspire generations to 
come. 
 
Take This Bread: A Radical Conversion by Sara Miles 
Raised as an atheist, Sara Miles lived an enthusiastically secular life as a restaurant cook and a writer. Then early one winter 
morning, for no earthly reason, she wandered into a church. “I was certainly not interested in becoming a Christian,” she 
writes, “or, as I thought of it rather less politely, a religious nut.” But she ate a piece of bread, took a sip of wine, and found 
herself radically transformed. The mysterious sacrament of communion has sustained Miles ever since, in a faith she’d 
scorned, in work she’d never imagined. In this astonishing story, she tells how the seeds of her conversion were sown, and 
what her life has been like since she took that bread. 
 
 
 
Library Notes: 
o This is our another in our yearlong series of book reviews by Holy Spirit pastors and staff.  
o All books are available in your church library. All book descriptions are from Amazon.com.   
o Visit the Library downstairs to find these and other books and videos for all ages.  
o The full library catalog is available at www.hslckirkland.org (under “Programs” select “Library at HSLC”).   


