
Our Love Affair with Animals  
 
Summer is a time to kick back, relax and snuggle up with your favorite book about pets (and probably 
snuggle next to your pet too). The Library has some great books that share heartwarming and touching 
stories about the connection between humans and animals. See featured books on the kiosk in the 
narthex or on display in the library. When the church is open, the Library is open, so stop downstairs 
anytime to check out a book or two. Stuffed animals are allowed. 
 
Special note:  There are many new children’s books available for summertime reading.  
 
 
 Book Titles 

 
Good Dog. Stay by Anna Quindlen 
“The life of a good dog is like the life of a good person, only shorter and more compressed,” writes 
Pulitzer Prize-winning author Anna Quindlen about her beloved black Labrador retriever, Beau. 
Heartening and bittersweet, Good Dog. Stay. honors the life of a cherished and loyal friend and offers 
us a valuable lesson on our four-legged family members: Sometimes an old dog can teach us new tricks. 
 
The Dogs Who Found Me: What I’ve Learned from Pets Who Were Left Behind by Ken Foster 
Now regarded as a classic in dog literature, Ken Foster's memoir chronicles his journey from first-time 
dog owner to rescuer--and all the lessons and mistakes he made along the way.  Bookended by the 

tragedies of 9/11 and Katrina, Foster finds that dogs open his eyes to the benefits of compassion, selflessness and the chaotic 
beauty of living each day in the moment.   
 
The Bond: Our Kinship with Animals, Our Call to Defend Them by Wayne Pacelle 
A heartfelt, eye-opening exploration of the special bond between animals and humans. With the poignant insight of Animals 
Make Us Human and the shocking reality of Fast Food Nation—filled with history, valuable insights, and fascinating stories of 
the author’s experience in the field—The Bond is an important investigation into all the ways we can repair our broken bond 
with the animal kingdom and a thrilling chronicle of one man’s extraordinary contribution to that effort. 
 
The Craggy Hole in My Heart and The Cat Who Fixed It by Geneen Roth 
The story of a remarkable twenty-pound cat, Mister Blanche, and Geneen’s beloved father, Bernard, and the ways in which 
each taught her to love without reservation and to accept the fact that she might someday lose those whom she believed she 
could not live without. 
 
Wesley the Owl: The Remarkable Love Story of an Owl and His Girl by Stacey O’Brien 
On Valentine's Day 1985, biologist Stacey O'Brien first met a four-day-old baby barn owl -- a fateful encounter that would 
turn into an astonishing 19-year saga. With nerve damage in one wing, the owlet's ability to fly was forever compromised, 
and he had no hope of surviving on his own in the wild. O'Brien, a young assistant in the owl laboratory at Caltech, was 
immediately smitten, promising to care for the helpless owlet and give him a permanent home. Wesley the Owl is the funny, 
poignant story of their dramatic two decades together. 
 

 Children’s Book Titles 
 

Nubs: The True Story of a Mutt, a Marine & a Miracle by Major Brian Dennis, Kirby Larson, Mary Nethery 
Nubs, an Iraqi dog of war, never had a home or a person of his own. He was the leader of a pack of wild dogs living off the land 
and barely surviving. But Nubs's life changed when he met Marine Major Brian Dennis. The two formed a fast friendship, made 
stronger by Dennis's willingness to share his meals, offer a warm place to sleep, and give Nubs the kind of care and attention 
he had never received before. Nubs became part of Dennis's human "pack" until duty required the Marines to relocate a full 
70 miles away--without him. Nubs had no way of knowing that Marines were not allowed to have pets. So began an incredible 



journey that would take Nubs through a freezing desert, filled with danger to find his friend and would lead Dennis on a mission 
that would touch the hearts of people all over the world. Nubs and Dennis will remind readers that friendship has the power 
to cross deserts, continents, and even species. 
 
Friends in Fur Coats by Claire Buchwald and Sarah Buchlaw 
Surrounded by his cat and furry toy animals, Noah wonders aloud, "Why do you get to have fur coats, but I don't?" In his dream 
that night, Noah learns how vital each animal's fur coat is to its survival and happiness. Each fur-bearing animal is shown in its 
appropriate habitat. Through light-hearted, engaging, and informative interactions, Friends in Fur Coats tackles the difficult 
topic of why using animal fur is inherently inhumane. Children learn in vivid detail what makes each animal’s fur unique, as well 
as other facts special to each animal. 
 
Two Bobbies:  A True Story of Hurrican Katrina, Friendship, and Survival by Kirby Larson and Mary Nethery 
During Hurricane Katrina, evacuating New Orleans residents were forced to leave their pets behind. Bobbi the dog was initially 
chained to keep her safe, but after her owners failed to return, she had to break free. For months, Bobbi wandered the city's 
ravaged streets-dragging her chain behind her-followed by her feline companion, Bob Cat. After months of hunger and struggle, 
the Two Bobbies were finally rescued by a construction worker helping to rebuild the city. When he brought them to a shelter, 
volunteers made an amazing discovery about the devoted friends-Bob Cat was actually blind! He had survived the aftermath 
of the storm by following the sound Bobbi's chain made as she dragged it along the ground. 
 

Note 1:  All book descriptions are from Amazon.com unless otherwise noted. 

Note 2:  Due to computer security issues, we no longer can access our on-line computer catalog from the library. We are looking at options 
to buy something that allows members to gain access. There continues to be a hard copy of “author” and “title” catalogs on a table in the 
library. “Subject” searches can be done by using any smart devise and going to the HSLC website, clicking on Library, and going to the links 
for the online catalog 
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