
 
A Vision for Renewing the World 
 
January is a time of new beginnings and renewal. To kick off the new year, Pastor Mary-Alyce reviews the 
latest book by Rev. Dr. Barbara Rossing. Rossing considers the book of Revelation in a new way – as a 
vision to renew the world. Rev. Dr. Rossing will be a guest speaker/preacher at Holy Spirit in the spring.  
 
 The Rapture Exposed. The Message of Hope in the Book of Revelation by Rev. Dr. Barbara Rossing 
Review by Pastor Mary-Alyce Burleigh 
 
Although the phrase “the rapture” is not used once in the Bible, it is the name that has been given to 
the occasion when Jesus will descend from heaven to fetch those who have loved Him more than 
anything on this earth and been His faithful disciples. 
The rapture is widely taught and believed in Christianity today. Popular books and movies spin themes 
around this doctrine that essentially teaches Christ will come back twice, first coming only into the 
atmosphere to snatch a limited number of believers away to heaven for several years; then actually 
returning to set foot on the earth. 
Barbara Rossing, professor of New Testament at the Lutheran School of Theology in Chicago pulls no 
punches as she begins her book with the sentence…” THE RAPTURE IS A RACKET.” She makes the case 
that love and healing – not Armageddon and war – are the messages people of faith must keep lifting 
up as God’s vision for our world. It is not a message of despair or war, but of transformation, 
resurrection and justice, one of ethics not escape. She argues that the Book of Revelation has been 

distorted to fit the model of a theology instead of the Book itself shaping a model of theology that gives hope for us and for our 
world. Her goal in writing this book was to present in popular language for the layperson an alternative interpretation of the 
book of Revelation in order to rebut the widely held view of Rapture eschatology – one more biblically sound and true to 
historic Christianity. A message of love and service in Christ.  A message that is in this new year also a message of hope. We are 
hopeful of having Dr. Rossing at Holy Spirit this Spring as part of our “Lutheran Voices” series. 
 
 
 Pastor Mary-Alyce is also reading  
 
The Common Good, by Robert B. Reich 
Reich makes a powerful case for the expansion of America’s moral imagination. Rooting his argument in common sense and 
everyday reality, he demonstrates that a common good constitutes the very essence of any society or nation. Societies, he 
says, undergo virtuous cycles that reinforce the common good as well as vicious cycles that undermine it, one of which 
America has been experiencing for the past five decades. This process can and must be reversed. But first we need to weigh 
the moral obligations of citizenship and carefully consider how we relate to honor, shame, patriotism, truth, and the meaning 
of leadership. 
 
The Lens of Love, Reading the Bible in Its World for Our World, by Jonathan L. Walton 
In order to engage the Bible in the spirit of justice, compassion, and love, Jonathan L. Walton suggests reading the Bible in its 
world for our world. Perfect for individual or group study, A Lens of Love helps Christians to read and interpret the Bible 
morally and confidently as they engage society's pressing issues. Walton provides interpretive tools to help understand the 
context of the Scriptures along with the Scriptures themselves in order to engage the richness of the Bible as they strive to live 
in the world in a biblically grounded, theologically sound, and socially responsible way. 
 
The Night of the Lightbringer: A Mystery of Ancient Ireland (Sister Fidelma mystery series) by Peter Tremayne 
Ireland, AD 671. On the eve of the pagan feast of Samhain, Brother Edulf and the warrior, Aidan, discover a man murdered in 
an unlit pyre in the heart of Cashel. He has been dressed in the robes of a religieux and killed by the ritualistic 'three deaths'. 
 
 
 Additional book titles now available in the Library 
 
Learning to Speak God from Scratch: Why Sacred Words Are Vanishing – and How We Can Revive Them by Jonathan Merritt 
As America rapidly becomes a pluralistic, postmodern society, many of us struggle to talk about faith. We can no longer 
assume our friends understand words such as grace or gospel. Others, like lost and sin, have become so negative they are 
nearly conversation-enders…. Both provocative and liberating, Learning to Speak God from Scratch will breathe new life 
into your spiritual conversations and lure you into the embrace of the God who inhabits them. 
 



The Prodigal Prophet: Jonah and the Mystery of God’s Mercy by Timothy Keller 
The story of Jonah is one of the most well-known parables in the Bible. It is also the most misunderstood. Many people, even 
those who are nonreligious, are familiar with Jonah: A rebellious prophet who defies God and is swallowed by a whale. But 
there's much more to Jonah's story than most of us realize….Jonah's journey also doesn't end when he is freed from the belly 
of the fish. There is an entire second half to his story--but it is left unresolved within the text of the Bible. Why does the book of 
Jonah end on what is essentially a cliffhanger? In these pages, Timothy Keller provides an answer to the extraordinary 
conclusion of this biblical parable--and shares the powerful Christian message at the heart of Jonah's story. 
 
 
Notes: 
o This is our fifth in a yearlong series of book reviews by Holy Spirit pastors and staff.  
o All books are available in your church library. Book descriptions are from Amazon.com.   
o Visit the Library downstairs to find these and other books and videos for all ages.  
o The full library catalog is available at www.hslckirkland.org (under “Programs” select “Library at HSLC”).   


