
Helping Children Embrace Diversity 
 
Our 2019 Lenten focus encourages us to draw our circle wide and to invite others, who may not be 
exactly like us, into our circle. As adults, when we embrace diversity it teaches children to do the same. 
This month we highlight resources to help children and families explore diversity. 
 
 First Generation: 36 Trailblazing Immigrants and Refugees Who Make America Great   
 by Sandra Neil Wallace 
Book review by Becky Coles, Director of Children and Family Ministries 
 
First Generation is a wonderful book about 36 immigrants and refugees who have made advances in 
their fields and inspired others.  These 36 people are from a variety of races, ethnicities, and religions.  
These men and woman have a variety of professions including scientist, athlete, writer, entrepreneur, 
musician, diplomate, and more!  These one page biographies are accompanied by a wonderful 
illustration of each person. This book is a great reminder that the Unites States is a country made up of 
a wonderful variety of people. I encourage everyone to read this book.  
 
 Similar titles for children of all ages and parents 
 
The Very Best Story Ever Told:  The Gospel with American Sign Language by Robin Currie 
The Very Best Story Ever Told shares the Gospel story in a unique and creative way, from God's love for 

the world to Jesus' life to the Spirit surrounding us today. Each line of this story includes important words reinforced with 
American Sign Language to engage the whole child. As kids learn the signs and repeat the words, visual learning, auditory 
learning, and kinesthetic learning are fully engaged to equip them to retell the Gospel story again and again. 
 
She Persisted:  13 American Women Who Changed the World by Chelsea Clinton 
In this book, Chelsea Clinton celebrates thirteen American women who helped shape our country through their tenacity, 
sometimes through speaking out, sometimes by staying seated, sometimes by captivating an audience. They all certainly 
persisted. She Persisted is for everyone who has ever wanted to speak up but has been told to quiet down, for everyone who 
has ever tried to reach for the stars but was told to sit down, and for everyone who has ever been made to feel unworthy or 
unimportant or small. This book shows readers that no matter what obstacles may be in their paths, they shouldn't give up on 
their dreams. Persistence is power. 
 
We’ve Got the Whole World in our Hands by Rafael Lopez 
Award-winning illustrator Rafael López brings new life with his adaptation of "He's Got the Whole World in His Hands," saluting 
the lives of all young people. The rhythmic verse and repetitive emphasis on "we" and "our" encourages inclusive communities 
and the celebration of unity and diverse friendships all around the world. Come and read along and sing along as we celebrate 
the magic of unity. From the rivers to the mountains to the oceans and to the sea -- we've got the whole world in our hands. 
 
Lost and Found Cat: The True Story of Kankush’s Incredible Journey by Doug Kuntz and Amy Shrodes 
This heartwarming true story of one lost cat's journey to be reunited with his refugee family gently introduces children to a 
difficult topic and shows how ordinary people can help with compassion and hope. 
 
Parenting Teens With Love And Logic: Preparing Adolescents for Responsible Adulthood by Foster Cline and Jim Fay 
Parents need help to teach their teens how to make decisions responsibly―and do so without going crazy or damaging the 
relationship. Parenting Teens with Love and Logic empowers parents with the skills necessary to set limits, teach important 
skills, and encourage decision-making in their teenagers. Covering a wide range of real-life issues teens face―including 
divorce, ADD, addiction, and sex―this book gives you the tools to help your teens find their identity and grow in maturity. 
Indexed for easy reference. 
 
Becky is also reading 
 
Growing Young by Kara Powell 
All churches grow old. Strategic churches grow young. Across the United States, churches are losing both members and vitality 
as increasing numbers of young people disengage. Based on groundbreaking research with over 250 of the nation's leading 
congregations, Growing Young provides a strategy any church can use to involve and retain teenagers and young adults. It 
profiles innovative churches that are engaging 15- to 29-year- olds and as a result are growing--spiritually, emotionally, 
missionally, and numerically. Packed with both research and practical ideas, Growing Young shows pastors and ministry leaders 
how to position their churches to engage younger generations in a way that breathes vitality, life, and energy into the whole 
church. 



 
 
 
Notes: 
o This is our seventh in a yearlong series of book reviews by Holy Spirit pastors and staff.  
o All books are available in your church library. Book descriptions are from Amazon.com.   
o Visit the Library downstairs to find these and other books and videos for all ages.  
o The full library catalog is available at www.hslckirkland.org (under “Programs” select “Library at HSLC”).   


