
Stewardship is…..
Stewardship is also about creating something new in our world, in our community and in our lives. And
committing to the kingdom of God in the world. What does that mean? Our featured books and authors this
month help explore how stewardship, community, and environment are important to help us bring focus to
our lives.
 
Adult Book Titles 
 
Nature as Spiritual Practice by Steven Chase
Steven Chases innovative Nature as Spiritual Practice uses a compelling blend of theological, scriptural,
historical, and cultural discussions to reclaim the role of nature in the formation of  spiritual and moral
identity. His thought-provoking creation practices  will lead readers into more profound knowledge of
themselves and of creation, guide them to greater compassion for their neighbors, instill in them reverence
for and companionship with nature, and awaken in them a greater commitment to creation care.
 
Living into Community: Cultivating Practices That Sustain Life by Christine D Pohl
Every church, every organization, has experienced them: betrayal, deception, grumbling, envy, exclusion.
They make life together difficult and prevent congregations from developing the skills, virtues, and practices
they need to nurture sturdy and life-giving communities. In Living into Community Christine Pohl looks at
four specific Christian practices gratitude, promise-keeping, truth-telling, and hospitality that can counteract
these destructive forces and help churches and individuals build and sustain vibrant communities.

 
Walking With Nehemiah: Your Community Is Your Congregation by Joseph W. Daniels Jr.
Participate in this study of Nehemiah and discover what people God is asking you to encourage, what walls God is calling you to
repair, what ministry God might be calling you to lead or do, and where you should start. This book will give readers inspiration and
practical tools for engaging with their communities in ways that help congregations and communities become whole.
 
God's Welcome: Hospitality for a Gospel-Hungry World by Amy G. Oden
Gospel hospitality is more than being friendly or having coffee after worship. It's a way of life, a spiritual practice for both individuals
and communities. It's full of surprises that change both host and guest or stranger because God's welcome feeds those who are hungry
for forgiveness, rest, and peace; that is, for salvation. The author illuminates the spiritual practice of evangelism in the Good News by
tracing God's welcome in ten Bible meditations and in drawing out eight implications for each congregation as a station for God's
welcome feast
 
Reaching Out by Henri J.M. Nouwen
With the clarity and depth characteristic of the classics, this spiritual bestseller lays out a perceptive and insightful plan for living a
spiritual life and achieving the ultimate goal of that life -- union with God. Reaching Out is a rich book to be read, reread, pondered,
and shared with others. "It does not offers answers or solutions," Nouwen cautions, "but is written in the conviction that the quest for
an authentic Christian spirituality is worth the effort and the pain, since in the midst of this quest we can find signs offering hope,
courage, and confidence."
 
Between the Dark and the Daylight: Embracing the Contradictions of Life by Joan Chittister
In words as wise as they are inspiring, Between the Dark and the Daylight explores the concerns of modern life, of the overworked
mind and hurting heart. These are the paradoxical—and often frustrating—moments when our lives feel at odds with everything
around us. Only by embracing the contradictions, Chittister contends, may we live well amid stress, withstand emotional storms, and
satisfy our yearnings for something transcendent and real. By delving into the chaos, this book guides us through the questions that
seemed easier to avoid and enlightens what has been out of focus.
 
Practicing the Way of Jesus: Life Together in the Kingdom of Love by Mark Scandrette
In Practicing the Way of Jesus Scandrette draws from his experience as a spiritual director and leader of an intentional community, as
well as the best contemporary thinking on kingdom spirituality, to paint a picture of life lived together, in the way of Jesus--which is
another way of saying life lived to the full.
 
Earth Prayers: 365 Prayers, Poems, and Invocations from Around the World by Elizabeth Roberts and Elias Amidon
As we face a diminished present and an uncertain future, the need to honor the interconnection between people and the planet is
heightened. From Walt Whitman, Thich Nhat Hanh, and Black Elk, to Margaret Atwood, the Rig Veda, and the chant of a Samar
fisherman, the varied voices linked here offer songs and prayers for land, sea, and air; graces for food; and invocations, poems, and
passages that reveal in the common spiritual heritage of all who cherish creation.




